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Combined and compressed 
statistical displays present a large 
amount of data in a relatively small 
space. To the experienced reader of 
statistical reports, such displays can 
convey much important informa-
tion. They should be used with cau-
tion, however, because people who 
are not used to them may be baffled 
by the rows of numbers.

Graphs can also provide an 
eff icient tool for summarizing 
relationships among variables. A 
good example of the use of graphs 
is the report Indicators of School 
Crime and Safety: 2013 (Robers, 
Kemp, Rathbun, Morgan, & Snyder, 
2014). Exhibit 12.4 presents nonfatal 
serious violent victimization rates 
against students aged 12 to 18 that 
occurred both at and away from 
school for 1992 through 2012. These 
f igures were obtained from the 
School Crime Supplement from the 
NCVS (Robers et al., 2014). Nonfatal serious violence includes rapes, robberies, and aggravated assaults. Interestingly, 
it appears that while serious violence against students away from school has been decreasing over this time period, 
victimization at school, except for the high point in the early 1990s, has remained relatively stable. As you can see, 
compressed displays in both table and graph form can be very illuminating!

22 Some Final Thoughts on Reporting  
Quantitative and Qualitative Research
The requirements for good research reports are similar in many respects for quantitative and qualitative research 
projects. Every research report should include good writing, a clear statement of the research question, an integrated 
literature, and a presentation of key findings with related discussion, conclusions, and limitations. The general sec-
tions of quantitative articles (Exhibit 12.1) may also be used by some authors of qualitative research reports. However, 
the differences between qualitative and quantitative research approaches mean that it is often desirable for research 
reports based on qualitative research to diverge in some respects from those reflecting quantitative research.

Reports based on qualitative research should be enriched in each section with elements that reflect the more 
holistic and reflexive approach of qualitative projects. The introduction should include background about the develop-
ment of the researcher’s interest in the topic, whereas the literature review should include some attention to the types 
of particular qualitative methods used in prior research. The methodology section should describe how the researcher 
gained access to the setting or individuals studied and the approach used to managing relations with research par-
ticipants. The presentation of findings in qualitative studies may be organized into sections reflecting different themes 
identified in interviews or observational sessions. Quotes from participants or from observational notes should be 
selected to illustrate these themes, although qualitative research reports differ in the extent to which the researcher 

Exhibit 12.3
Compressed Display of the Distribution of Violent 
Victimization by Victim–Offender Relationship and Age 
Group, National Crime Victimization Survey, 2003–2013

Victim–offender
relationship Total 12–24 25–49 50–64 65 or older

Total 100% 41.2% 44.1% 12.7% 2.1%

Known 100% 44.0 41.7 12.4 1.9

Domestic 100% 32.1 54.5 12.0 1.4

Intimate partnera 100% 28.4 62.3 8.5 0.9

Immediate family 100% 40.4 36.0 21.3 2.2

Other relative 100% 39.8 40.7 16.2 3.2

Well-known/casual 
acquaintance

100% 51.8 33.4 12.6 2.2

Stranger 100% 36.7 47.7 13.2 2.4

Unknownb 100% 43.1 42.8 12.2 1.9

Source: Morgan, R. E., & Mason, B. J. (2014). Crimes against the elderly, 2003–2013. Washington, DC: Bureau of 
Justice Statistics, U.S. Department of Justice.
Note: Detail may not sum to total due to rounding. 
aIncludes current or former spouses, boyfriends, and girlfriends.
bIncludes unknown victim–offender relationships and unknown number of offenders.


